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SAN CLEMENTE, Califs Aug , 29—. 
Following is the official Whitp House 
transcript of President Nixon's news 7 
conference here today: 

. . . V.'-CjAV'-V>u 

Sipedal To The New York Times 

THE PRESIDENT. We will go right 
ahead with your questions, because I 
know you want to cover perhaps some 
' international as wett as domestic matters, 
'including, I understand, for the, first 
: time, political matters. 

, 1. Inquiry bn Campaign Funds 

Q. Mr. President, are you personally 
investigating the mishandling of some 
of your campaign funds, and do you 
agree with former Secretary Connally 
that these charges are harmful to your 
re-eiection? 

iA. Weil,' T commented upon this on 
otter occasions, and I will repeat my 
pfesitioh now. y 

With regard to the matter of the 
handling of campaign funds, we have 
' * new law here in which technical vio- 
lations have occurred and are occurring! 
apparently, on both sides. As far as we 
are concerned, we have in charge, in 
Secretary Stans, a man who is an honest 
i; man and one who is very meticulous — 

.< as I have learned from having him as 
my„ treasurer, and finance chairman in 
two.-pwvious campaigns — in the han- 
* 4*tpg of' Matters of this sort' ‘ 

Whatever technical violations have 
occurred, certainly he will correct them 
and wil) thoroughly comply with the 
£ law. He is conducting an investigation 
f on this matter, and conducting it very, 
■very thoroughly, ’ because he doesn’t : 
want any evidence at all to- fee outstand- 
ing, indicating that we have not com- 
plied With the law. 

2. Special PrWfeWltor 

Q. Mr. President, wouldn’t It be a 
good idea for a special prosecutor., even 
from 'your standpoint, to he appointed 
to investigate the contribution situation 
aid- also the W£t«gate7#»? 
r A. Wth rfegard io who is investigat- 
ing it now, X think it would be well to 
notice that the F.B.t IS conducting a 
full field -investigation. Tbe.Pepartment 
of Justice, of course, is fa|. charge of the 
prosecution and presenting the matter 
to the grand jury: The Senate Banking 
and Currency Committee is conducting 
an investigation. The Government Ac- 
counting Office, an independent agency, 
is conducting an investigation of those 
aspects which involve the campaign 
spending law. 

Now, with all of these investigations 
that are being conducted, I don’t be- 
lieve that adding another special prose- 


cutor would serve any useful purpose. 

The other point that l should make 
is that these investigations — the inves- 
tigation by the G.A.O., the investigation 
| by the ' F.B.I., . by the Department of 
f ; Justice—have,^ --at my direction had the 
5 total cooperation of the-not only the 
| White House but also of all agencies 
of Government. : ; 

In addition to that, within our own 
staff, under my direction, counsel to 
the. President, Mr. Dean, has conducted 
a complete investigation . of all leads 
which might involve any present mem- 
bers of ' the . Whte House' staff 'or" an y- 
, bbay^^'the Government’'' I can say 
• .categorically that. his investigation indi- 
cates that ho. one, in the, White House 
staff, rino one in this; 'Administration, 

involved in this 
■very bizarre incident. ; 

At the same tinm. the committee itself 
is conducting its Owii investigation, in- 
. dependent of the nest, because the com- 
mitteerdesires to clear the air. and to be 
. sure that, as. far as any people who have 
responsibility for this campaign are con- 
cerned# thatithere is nothing that hangs 
: over item: Sefore Mr. Mitchell ,'e/t as 
_ campaign chairman he had employed a 
a very - xm with investigatory. 

| experience x cxi: r o the matter. Mr. 
fMacGrsgK- ites continued that investi- 
I gation and ;is continuing it now. 

: xf:: xty ix x:x; zrsrsci that anyone 
on the campai-n x'xx-iittee, Mr. Mac- 
Gregor' has assured me, who does not 
cooperate with the investigation or any- 
one against whom charges are leveled 
Where there is a prirna facie case where 
those charges might indicate involve- 
ment, will be discharged immediately. 
That, also, is true ; of anybody in the 
' Government. I think under these circum- 
stances we are doing everything we can 
to take this incident and to investigate 
it and not to cover itftip. 

What really hurts in matters of this 
sort is not the fact that they occurs, be- 
cause overzealous people in campaigns 
do things that are wrong. What really 
hurts |s if you try to cover it up. I 
would say that here we are, with con- 
trol of the agencies of the Government 
and presumably with control of the in- 
vestigatory agencies of- the Govern- 
ment with the exception of * G.A.O., 
which is independent. We have cooper- 
ated completely. We have indicated 
that we want all the facts brought out 
and that as far as any people who are 
guilty are concerned, they should be 
prosecuted. 

This kind of activity, as I have often 
Indicated, has no place whatever in our 
political process. We want, the air 
cleared. We want it cleared as soon as 
possible. 


3. Chance for Vietnam Accor;! 

Q. Mr. President, in your last in; .vs 
conference, on July 27th, you said -V 
chances for a settlement have nc : - 
been better. Mr. Rogers in late Aug.: :. 
forecast early settlement and yon wi-ra 
quoted by Stewart A.lsop — you w 
quoted saying the war won’t be ha, - 
ing over us the second term. I warn. 
know whether this is politics or is th- n: 
any substance, any movement in nego- 
tiations or any other track toward 
peace? 

A. Mr. Potter, as I also told Mr. Al- 
sop m that interview, I d ’ not ijsdj/c.- o 
to him that any breakthrough had e. ■ 
curreu in tnc riOgot^.uOft;* tutu • • 
been taking place between Dr. Kissing;:' 
and Mr. Lr Due Tho at this point. Now, 
let me divide the answer into its com- 
ponent parts, if X may. 

First, with regard to negpfiations, I 
will not comment on past negotiate .m •. 
I will not comment upon anv r.egerio- 
tiins that may take place in the tV are. 
By agreement of both side:-; vx ■ 
going to comment, either the ether sale 
or our part, mv the substance of 

negotiations or whether or when or 
what will happen in the future. AH th.x 



